BACK TALK

3y Robert F. Dorr

In mid-February, while plans shaped up for
nrstmkes on Iraq, one Washmgton blngg
; fo:

adviser; Sandy Berger
lights and- told: American, .
tion against Irag’s Saddam.Hu
meanhrcas ualt1es

The men ‘and women of

are prepared for this. No one wants t6 seea
single American fall in battle — .we have -

even grown averse to death and-injury on the
other side — but if it should happen, we will
need to remember.

On Oct. 25, 1964, the Air Force lost a
prolmsmg p1lot 1st Lt. Valmore Bourque in
a region few Americans knew about, in a war

that was soon to grow bigger than anyone~

could guess.

Bourque belonged to the 309th Troop Car- -
rier Squadron at Saigon, capital of a country :

where 14,000 Americans were caught up in
one- o«fseveral obscure brush-fire wars raging

around the world. He was pilot of a C- 123B _

Provider, a propeller-driven transpi

to haul supphes to the South Vletuahoese'v'

army.

pondered: He was from South Hadley Falls,
Mass., and was active in- baseball soccer and

skung He ‘was regarded “as: a: superb pllot :
and -officer but not a scholastic genius. He -

was. the kind of American you'd want living
next door and: the kmd you’d want standing
with youin a fight. . -

In 1964, Vietnam Was an‘adven
oddball characters flew old' pl :,,
ic Orient: As is often the case, or ] :
ing transports were doing the hard work. . ©

Retﬁved Maj Robert Thorpe of Clmtonv

alized that ‘they were in the wrong place.

I thmk of Bourque When 'the pmce of war is ‘Bourque s1gnalled that he _Was_ prepared to;

ﬂames, no ﬂash Hollywood

Wis., who flew with Bourque, remembered
that “we Would have a beer on the sixth ﬂoor

hostlle Viet Cong guerrillas. - :

‘it was Bourque’s turn’

“It was our third mission of the day,” Thor-
pe recalled. “Bourque’s aircraft had been hit”
by small-arms fire on the first two. The job of
leading the formation was rotated among p1-

" lots -and it. was Bourque’s turn. “We were’

dodgmg thunderstorms and making bundle
drops: néar. the Cambodlan border when we
spotted a place on the ground that appeared
to be our drop zone.

‘“He made:a dry pass,” ﬂymg over the drop
.check: wind conditions and to verify
the locatlon Neither Bourque nor Thorpe re-

he ram

r1ght turn and crashed The
icans on ‘his’ alrplane,_
Army spec1al-f0rces men.” _
Thorpe remembered that we s
es fie

. (RobertDorr@aol .com).:

with which it was not then involved.
Umted States acknowledged the error i

give when called upo

Bourque was.my age. In~high sé¢hool;
goal — like mine — was to be accepted
the first class at the new Air Force Acad
in Colorado Springs, Colo. Unlike me
made it. - o

He was the first person to take the oat
a cadet at the academy July 11, 1955. Ac

- mic troubles prevented him from gradus¢

with the academy’s first class in 1959, bt

" did graduate with the class of 1960. He

with the 11th Aeromedical. Squadrm
“McGuire Air Force Base, N.J., before goi:
Vietnam. He was, as Thorpe remembere«

" fine man and a fine officer.”

. I wish we had a granite wall a thou
s.long:on Wh1ch we could chlsel in:
¢ name of every . American
d the: ultimate’ price, as Bourque
Should we'ever forget; even for a momen
will deserve our fate, =
Some in, Air - Force blue may reme
-another reason: He was the
: ademy tc d1e in combc

Air Force 'Uet 'ra_n,
‘with. hls family and- Labrador retriev
Oakton,- Va. His electronw—mcul addrc

. My-Side Award. - ~ :
* “Tricare, beat-scores of other lrntatmg e
mlnrldlug‘mxhtary familiés to te-enroll: or: %e :

perience a possible interruption in ‘medical
_care.”Adding to the insult, no envelope. was

ouldn’t even gi el fne. the nanie of the" ,
st representa Ve | So much for cus-. 14

: 'prowded to return the documentation: :
Upon receiving Ty Tetter, Whlch came in an
_ envelope marked “URGENT! AVOID, TRI-

several obvious and nagging questions came
to mind. First, what have I done to deserve
disenrollment? I’ve been a good patient. I re-

" CARE : DISENROLLMENT...QPEN ' NOW,”":"

sist the urge to call direct to whichever clinic.

. sa

o e

~ marketing'd “'ta
" Tricare’s centr. reg10n I asked Why the coni- - M

‘tract was written in such a way that the bur-  w

‘den of re-enrollment:is on the consiimer. = /-, “k
P
Following the rules o

“The way the program was designed and
pohcy is written requires re-enrollment” fe

s wm ¢t Al L Malavana Nanawte af



